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SCOTT, Ernest Albert 
 

Gunner, 9460 
"A" Battery, 72nd  Brigade,  
Royal Field Artillery 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Tuesday, 22nd October 1918 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: St. Aubert British Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders  
Aged 23 years 
 
The name Scott has been part of Haverhill history for many years, since Charles 
Scott was born in 1806 at Stoke by Clare and moved to Haverhill marrying Frances, 
a Haverhill girl, born there in 1811.  They settled in Crowlands keeping a Beer Shop 
and had six children, including in 1846, William.  He later married Charlotte, a 
dressmaker, and kept 'The Swan' in Chantry Croft. 
 
After William's death Charlotte and her six children, moved to Mill Road.  One of her 
sons, Harry Scott, a tailor’s presser aged 21, married Caroline Eaves in 1887 and 
lived at 26 Hamlet Road where their fourth son Ernest Albert Scott was born in 
1895. 
 

Harry and Caroline's family grew 
to six children and moved first to 
26 Mount Road and then when it 
became eight, to 32 Mount Road.  
From here Ernest, a factory 
errand boy, joined the Territorials 
and left for London.  Here he met 
and courted Violet Pearce before 
enlisting at the Holborn recruiting 
office joining the Royal Field 
Artillery as Gunner No. 9460 in 
1914. 
 
Ernest and Violet were married at 
St Ann’s Church, Tottenham on 
6th June 1915, shortly before he 
was drafted to the Western Front.  
Here Ernest joined the 72nd 
Brigade, 'A' Battery and for 3 
years was engaged in Battles at 
Ypres, Loos, Albert, The Somme, 
Arras, Messines, Lens and 
Cambria as well as seeing service 
in Italy for a time before returning 
to France. 
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Ernest died on 22nd October 1918, during the defence of St Aubert in the Dept of 
Nord  
 
His widow was told, in a letter from his Senior Officer, Lieutenant H C Green:  

 
‘Please accept my deepest sympathy on the loss of your husband. He was 
killed on the morning of 22nd whilst on duty. I have known him personally for 
two years and always found him a splendid soldier and hard working. He will 
be greatly missed by us all.’  

 
Another letter from the Lieutenant revealed more about how he had died.  
 

‘He was killed instantly with no pain, having been shot by a high velocity 
shell in vital parts of his body.  It is very sad that after four years of war, your 
sorrow must be great. He was a splendid soldier, hardworking and always 
cheerful who will be greatly missed by Officers, NCOs and Men of the 
Battery who were all upset by the loss, especially by those in The Mess 
where he worked. He is buried in a cemetery just off the road about halfway 
between St Aubin and Avesnes-les-Aubert, these places being eight miles 
east of Cambrai. A detachment of officers and men attended the funeral, 
also the trumpeters who sounded the last post and the service was 
conducted by a clergyman. A few days later we came out of action and the 
sergeants of the battery went back and made his grave up. It is surrounded 
by large white stones and a cross has been erected. He was very much liked 
all round. No doubt you know he was employed in the Mess.’  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ernest was later finally 'laid to rest' in St Aubert British Cemetery, along with 390 
other casualties.  
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When the Haverhill memorial was dedicated a wreath was laid with the message  
 

In Loving Memory of our Dear Son and Brother from his 
Mother, Father, Sisters and Brothers. 

 
Ernest was awarded the 1915 Star as well as the Victory and British Service Medals. 
 
 

 
 
 
The photograph of Ernest was provided by his niece Mrs Gwen Cracknell 
 

 

 


